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Fellow Kwarans,

Greetings and many thanks fo your keen interest in the fortunes of our dear state, 

Kwara.

I am AbdulRasaq AbdulRahman from Ilorin West local Government Area, offering 

myself for selfless service as the next Governor of Kwara State in 2019.

The year 2019 will be a crucial year in the history of Kwara. It is crucial because it is an 

election year that comes after 20 years of high expectations, post military era, which 

came as a dawn of political freedom, economic and social development and with so 

many promises. But 20 years after the conditions of majority of our people are just 

getting worse.

Looking at the quality and quantum of human and natural resources with which the 

Almighty has blessed us, Kwara has absolutely no reason to be as poor and under 

developed as it presently is.

I have traversed the three Senatorial Districts of our State and seen the enormous 

infrastructure deficit, decay and deprivations that our people have been forced to 

endure. It is a case of needless suffering in the midst of plenty.

This Election Manifesto therefore takes into account the reality that there is enough 

wealth for everyone in the state. Currently this wealth is spread in a deeply unequal 

manner, due to prejudicial historical circumstances. Those who currently own the 

lion’s share of Kwara’s wealth acquired it illegally. 

This Manifesto, unlike others, does not present promises; it offers commitment that 

will be implemented. It is a practical and implementable program, which will shape and 

define our government in Kwara. The Manifesto represents the aspirations of the 

working class and the poor, and provides an alternative vision and solution for true 

transformation in Kwara.

We therefore present our program of action for the next 4 years which aims to mobilize 

the whole society to play a meaningful role in transforming Kwara for the betterment 

of all.

INTRODUCTION
Our focus is to change the poiical landscape of our state by transforming the 

relationship between government and people through building trust between the two.

We, therefore, pledge to all KWARANS:

1, Open Transparent and System-based Government

2. Pro-active, Pro-people Good Governance

3. Robust physical and Social Infrastructure Development

4. Inclusive and Sustainable Development

5. Innovative and Technologically driven Society

6. Nationally and Globally Competitive Economy

7. Flourishing Agriculture

8. Improved Quality life in our Rural Communities 

9. Involvement of Women and Vibrant Participatory Democracy

10. Productive Youth & Sports Development

11. Strong, Effective and Futuristic Institutions

12. Brand Kwara built on Quality, Equity, Fairness and Justice

Working with other patriotic Kwarans whose passion for progress is never in doubt, we 

have identified and documented for implementation various radical programmes that 

will positively transforme our State into the benchmark for Participatory Governance.

On the progressive platform of our great political party, the 

All Progressives Congress (APC), we promise to reverse the 

present system which places premium on the private pockets 

of a few exploiters at the expense of the people’s welfare by 

fully implementing our people-centered participatory 

governance model.

I believe that with your full support and massive votes, the 

radical policies and programmes encapsulated in this little 

handbook can be effectively implemented for the benefit of 

every citizen and to transform Kwara to a State we all will 

be proud of.

Thank you and God Bless.

Alh. AbdulRahman AbdulRasaq
KWARA 2019 APC GUBERNATORIAL CANDIDATE
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GOVERNMENT 
POLICY THRUST:

PARTICIPATORY
GOVERNANCE

The government will be built on the concept of participatory governance. 

All the activities of the government, from initiation to completion, will involve the 

people.

[ IJOBA AWA ARA WA ]

Preamble:

Agriculture

The government will stimulate the growth of Integrated Community based small 

holding and Commercial Agriculture for diversification of the State’s economy.

POLICY STATEMENT

STRATEGIES:

Our State is fortunate to be richly blessed with vast and fertile land mass, very 

generous annual rainfall, major rivers and their tributaries, and the potential to 

generate values in Agriculture far greater than what crude oil currently offers.

1.  To Support subsistence farming to improve on local crop and animal production

2.  To encourage potential investors in Commercial Agriculture

Overall Objectives:
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Ÿ Promote the training of Small holding farmers in order to greatly increase crop 

production and enhance capacity in animal husbandry;

Ÿ Revive easy access to agricultural extension services by small holding farmers;

Ÿ Explore available funding windows that will provide needed support for small 

holding farmers and enhance production;

Ÿ Promote a deliberate policy of organising farm clusters around relevant processing 

facilities;

Ÿ Encourage local and international investors to locate processing facilities at the 

centres of the established farm clusters.

Ÿ Undertake the mapping and documentation of best locations for specific crops;

Ÿ Ensure appropriate investor-friendly environment for effective commercial 

agriculture to thrive;

Ÿ Reclaim and reactivate Shonga Farm project to ensure good returns on investment.

To encourage potential investors in Commercial 

Agriculture government will:

To encourage potential investors in 

Commercial Agriculture:

Education

Qualitative, affordable and accessible education for all.

STRATEGIES:

Across our state, we have witnessed the steady dilapidation of school buildings, absence 

of necessary teaching aids, poorly equipped laboratories, lack of libraries, very low 

levels of motivation and morale among teachers, inadequate and irregular funding, and 

the attendant poor performances in internal and external examinations.

In the overall interest of communities, these and other ills that are responsible for the rot 

in the system will not be allowed to continue under my watch.

Ÿ Declaring a state of emergency in education;
Ÿ

Ÿ Human resources mapping to determine specific areas of needed specialisations;

Ÿ Ending the pilfering of funds and ensuring that allocations to the sector are 

appropriately applied to the last kobo;

Ÿ Re-designing, rehabilitating and ensuring standard educational infrastructure for all 

public schools in Kwara State;

Ÿ Ensuring prompt payment of salaries and allowances to all teachers in public schools;

Ÿ Resuscitating the Inspectorate Division of the education sector;

Ÿ Placing premium on relevant skills, competence and professionalism in the 

recruitment and selection processes;

Ÿ Pursuing a deliberate policy of training and retraining to enhance teachers' capacity;

Ÿ Enforcing strict compliance with approved educational curriculum at all times;

Ÿ Teaching of entrepreneurship skills in secondary schools;

Ÿ Ensuring adequate and timely funding of all state-owned tertiary institutions.

The government will tackle the problems in 

the sector by:
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Education

Ÿ Government will strive to ensure that all Kwarans have access to effective and high 

quality health services without experiencing financial hardship;
 

Ÿ Promote means for health financing mechanism;

Ÿ Revive and strengthen Primary Health Care Services across the state;

Ÿ Ensure efficient management of the Drug Revolving Scheme;

Ÿ To reduce the spread of communicable diseases to the barest minimum

POLICY STATEMENT

Achieving Universal Health Coverage for all Kwarans

STRATEGIES:

Ÿ To improve health statistics/indicators for maternal and child health and other 

major health indicators

Ÿ Develop and maintain health care infrastructure in accordance with global best 

practices;

Ÿ Ensure appropriate and adequate staffing of Health Care facilities across the state in 

tandem with WHO standards;

Ÿ Leverage on extant opportunities for funding and participation by the international 

community in Kwara's Health Care System;

Ÿ Training and retraining will be integral parts of the State Policy on Health Care 

System strengthening.
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Works & Infrastructure

Ÿ Urgent and aggressive rehabilitation of existing roads 

across the State;

Ÿ To establish a proactive roads maintenance policy;

Ÿ To prioritise the construction of new roads in accordance 

with ascertained needs;

Ÿ To create synergy with the Federal Government on 

maintenance of federal highways within the State.

POLICY STATEMENT

Provision of needs-based modern infrastructure to ensure comprehensive 

development of the State.

STRATEGIES:

Ÿ Existing water works would be made fully functional and 

distribution networks rehabilitated

Roads

Water

Energy

Ÿ To expand state-wide access to power supply;

Ÿ Explore the opportunities presented by alternative energy 

sources.

Economic Development

Ÿ Mapping and documentation of mineral deposits in Kwara 

State;

Ÿ Encouraging Kwarans and other investors to invest in the 

mining sector by procuring mining licenses;

Ÿ Ensuring conformity with extant regulations to mitigate the 

likely impacts of mining activities on the host communities;

POLICY STATEMENT

Positioning and branding Kwara State as the nation's preferred investment destination.

STRATEGIES:

Mining

Investment

Ÿ Creating enabling environment and investor-friendly policies 

for the industrial development of Kwara State;

Ÿ Immediate creation of an Investor Relations Desk that will be 

directly responsible to the Executive Governor;

Ÿ Put in place people-friendly and business promoting tax regime;

Ÿ Facilitate easy access to local and foreign markets by the 

producers of raw materials and finished products in the State;

Entrepreneurship/

Small & Medium

Enterprise Scale

Ÿ to boost entrepreneurship development, the government will 

put in place a policy framework for the growth of SMEs as key 

drivers of the economy;

Ÿ establishment of an innovative funding window in support of 

entrepreneurship development to be known as KwaraFundMe.
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Environment

POLICY STATEMENT

The government will create and ensure a cleaner, healthier and sustainable 

environment that will promote economic growth of Kwara State.

STRATEGIES:

Ÿ Ensure adequate waste disposal system to improve the well-being of the people;

Ÿ Review extant environmental policies and procedures;

Ÿ Ensure compliance with extant laws on deforestation;

Ÿ Put in place proactive measures to avert environmental disasters;

Ÿ Develop necessary means of prompt response to natural disasters wherever and 

whenever they may occur;

Ÿ Ensure judicious utilisation of ecological fund.

Youth

POLICY STATEMENT

Developing the potentials of youth by refocusing and rechanneling their talents and 

energies into productive endeavours.

STRATEGIES:

Ÿ Develop strategies to support youth talent especially in entertainment and 

creativity;

Ÿ Support the growth of the creative industry including fashion, movie, creative 

writing, crafts, among others;

Ÿ Establish IT hubs for the youth to encourage IT development that meet with global 

standard;

Ÿ Identify and harness the talents and energies of the youth towards returning Kwara 

State to her sports glory;

Ÿ Promote the spirit of healthy competition among the youth and their participation 

in national and international sports.
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Women

POLICY STATEMENT

Ÿ Initiate and promote policies that will create access for women's participation in all 

activities of the government;

Ÿ To put legislation in place to protect women from domestic violence;

Ÿ Initiating and promoting policies that will extend economic empowerment 

opportunities to women especially through skill acquisition and entrepreneurship 

training;

Ÿ Encouraging and empowering them to fully participate in entrepreneurship culture 

and the building of the future that we want;

Ÿ Free health services for widows.

STRATEGIES:

Tourism & Culture

POLICY STATEMENT

Positioning and branding Kwara State as the nation's preferred tourist 

destination.

STRATEGIES:
Ÿ Mapping and documentation of tourist locations in Kwara State;

Ÿ Ccreation of Kwara State Cultural Calendar;

Ÿ Encouragement of private sector participation in tourism development;

Ÿ Improvement and upgrading of identified tourist locations in Kwara State.

Security

POLICY STATEMENT

A secure state is a productive state.

STRATEGIES:
Ÿ To encourage, expand and strengthen Community Policing;

Ÿ To engage the youthful segment of our population in productive activities that are 

capable of discouraging them from criminal tendencies;

Ÿ To work to ensure synergy with the Federal Government in adequately equipping 

the security agencies in the state;

Ÿ To engage in partnerships with security agencies towards the eradication of 

violence, crim
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Public Service Reforms

POLICY STATEMENT

STRATEGIES:

Overhauling of the Public Service for efficient service delivery.

This will be achieved through certain measures 

that will include;

Ÿ Repositioning of the sector to make it people-centred and service oriented;

Ÿ Revival of the Staff Development Centre to meet the need to improve the capacity 

of the Civil Servants;

Ÿ Prompt payment of salaries and appropriate allowances to workers;

Ÿ Better standard of living for retirees through prompt payment of gratuities and 

pensions;

Ÿ Standardization of the recruitment and selection processes into the public service.

Communication

POLICY STATEMENT

STRATEGIES:

Change is almost always accompanied by challenges; deliberate, planned and 

sustained strategic communication must always be in practice.

We believe that communication is a central factor in the processes of formulation and 

implementation of public policies. 

Our driving purpose will be to always provide the necessary political information and 

education, which Kwarans need to reinforce perceptions, by telling them about the 

good work that their government is doing.

Ÿ Always be proactive in all its communication activities;

Ÿ Eradicate ignorance of government activities and the damaging consequences of 

such ignorance;

Ÿ Stimulate interest, desire, and preference for Kwara State by local and foreign 

investors;

Ÿ Institutionalize interface between the government and the people;

Ÿ Establish understanding by the public based on truth, knowledge and adequate 

information; 

Ÿ Provide the public with more insights into the workings of their government and its 

platform for peoples participation; 

Ÿ Revive, reposition and rebrand the three state-owned media outfits for 

effectiveness, viability and sustainability;

Ÿ Put in place regular interactive sessions with the people through Town Hall 

meetings;

Ÿ Organise monthly media briefing/interaction by the MDAs.

To ensure effective public perception management,

Government will:

Anti-Corruption

POLICY STATEMENT

To promote and institutionalise transparency, accountability and integrity in 

governance.

Ÿ Put in place transparent contracting process;

Ÿ Identify, track and block all leakages and wastage in government fiscal transactions;

Ÿ FGT government will ensure that persons found culpable of corrupt practices are 

brought to justice in accordance with extant laws and through established 

institutions

STRATEGIES:
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STRATEGIES:STRATEGIES:

Integrated Rural Development

POLICY STATEMENT

(…every community matters): To improve quality of lives for rural dwellers by 

aggressively tackling the enormous infrastructure deficit across the State.

Ÿ Immediate establishment of Kwara State Integrated Rural Development Bureau;

Ÿ Ensure the creation of Community Development Committees to interface with the 

Bureau;

Ÿ Local governments will synergise with the Bureau towards the attainment of better 

life for the people at the grassroots;

Ÿ Ensure the opening up of new rural roads and rehabilitate existing ones such that 

every community is accessible;

Ÿ Communities with proximity to the national grid will be connected;

Ÿ Where it is more expedient, alternative energy will be leveraged to supply such 

communities.

A b d u l R a h m a n
A B D U L R A S A Q

In Brief
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